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A NOTE ON REGISTERED ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
DUE CARDS ( 1886—-1990 )

by A. G. Shirlokar

Being a Postal History Collector, | felt that, to the best of my knowledge, a detailed
note had not been prepared on the Registered Acknowledgement Cards from the
period 1886 till the present. An attempt has been made in this writeup to bring to
light the various details of much Acknowledgement Cards. These findings are
based on the various 200 & odds cards available with me. There may be many
more, these may kindly be brought to my attention.

As the name suggests, Registered Acknowledgement cards, are sent from the
sender (duly filled in) to the receiver for all types of Registered letters, Post Cards,
Packets & Parcels. These Acknowledgement Cards are attached by the sender to
the article in question & handed over to the Post Office for onward transmission to
the receiver. Of course, the sender pays the requisite fees for sending Registered
Articles to the receiver. The receiver, on his part, on receipt of the registered

article, signs the Acknowledgement Card, detaches it from the registered article,
and hands it over to the postman. Such Acknowledgement Cards are then sent
back to the sender, to indicate delivery of the registered article.

Restricting, my note from 1886 onwards, initially the acknowledgement cards were
printed in English. In the year 1960, these acknowledgement cards were printed in
Billingual script (Hindi & English). These cards were initially printed yellow colour
card, then these were printed on white card. Only in 1986, possibly on
experimental basis, the acknowledgement cards were printed on green card. In
1987-88 there were printed in Trilingual script (Hindi, Tamil & England).

Normally these cards are printed on both sides. In the front, it has the name and
address of receiver, the weight of the article and the date and signature of the
receiver. In the front their are also instructions as to what to fill/delete etc. On the
top right corner, the postal authorities give the registration number and date. On
the reverse of the card there is space for the name and address of the sender as
well as space for giving postal mark of the post office of posting.
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All the details observed by me are given in the attached tabular sheets. Any
clarification or additional information may be given at the following address :

A. G. Shirolkar,

479/8, Hare Krishna Mandir Path,
Model Colony,

Shivajinagar,

PUNE 411 016

(Maharashtra)

India.
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