1/80/Ci. WANDBOOS OF INDIAN PHILATELY' REGISTRATION/1.

MM ~Registration Markings

by R. 5. NUTTALL,

I=INTRODUCTION

"Registration’ popularly implies a specially secure system
of transmitting mails, providing compensation for loss or damage.
Originally, however, the term meant no more than is implied in its

derivation - "the act of entering an item in a register or record
for any purpose’.

In this sense, registration was the normal method of handling
all mail ip India from & very early date, but no extra fee was
Eiirieﬂ and no compensation given., There were two primary purposes;
to keep trac< of every item so as to avoid loss or mig-delivery;

&nd as part of the complicated system of charging and recording
postages by weight and distance, a system designed to prevent postal
emp_oyees from abstracting letters or falsifying accounts.

Mr, D, Hammond Giles, in his "Compamion to the Handstruck
Postage Stamps of India", introduces the subject of registration
At the very beginning of the book by illustrating a sheet from a
book used for recording the delivery of letters to the Post Office.
The year is 1804. Then, on page 6:- "From time to time, different
lnstructions were issued by the Post Office for the benefit of the
Public, as to the time that letters should be sent to the Post
Office, and the manner,......". He then quotes from regulations
Published by Calcutta General Post Office on 21st. April 1828:

"It being a Standing Rule of the General Post Office,
that the name of the senders of letters as well as
those ~f persons to whom they are directed, are to be
regularly registered with the view of assisting to
trace letters which may have failed in reaching their
destinations. The Officiating Post Master General
requests that all persons, in sending thrir letters
to the Post, will have the goodness to put their name
on the paper or book which accompanies them; where
books are used, the name being entered on the first
sheet, or on the cover wi 1 be sufficient - The Caution
is given, with a view to prevent the necessity which
frequently now e cists of returning letters to the

senders, by which it occasionally happens that they
miss the Post for that day’,

‘He mentions that it was a practice of lo standing that when
letters were posted, they were entered on a pilece of paper or im a
book, and that the Post Office applied against each entry the same

handstruck stamp as had been applied to the letter, so that the
vriter had a receipt as evidence of posting,




REGISTRATION/Z. ' 1'61/C4,

This form of registering letters continued for many years, but,
as ¥Mr. Hammond Giles observes, since it cost nothing extra, the pub-
liec registered a.l and sundry letters, involving the Post Office in
considerable unnecessary work,

By 1850 the volume of mail handled in this manner had increased
io such an extent that the Post Office had to call a halt.

On 27th. Dec. 1850 came the Iullﬂulng.announcenent:-'

"Notice is hereby given, that under imstructions from the
Government, the present detail=d and indiscriminate Registry
of Covers and Packets passing through the Post Office in
Bengal, w.ll be discontinued from the 1st. proximo,

A special Registry of Letters on payment of a Fee of EIGHT
4" ANNAS will be introduce., from the date abovementioned.'

lvie G.J,Hamilton, in his "An Outline of Postal History and
Practice', reviewing the 1851 report of the Commissioners on the
workings of the Post Office, states, on page 161 under the heading -
CALCUTTA G.P.0., 1850-1, "A system of specially registering letters,
adapted from the English system, was recently introduced on payment
of a8 fee of 8 annas in addition to the postage, The number of such
registered letters posted at Calcutta G,P,0, during the month of
March 1851, was 120; and 138 received for delivery,"

The actual report of the Post Office Commission, 1851, page 244,
meations that "Special Registration” had recently been adopted in
Bengal and Bombay, and was about to be adopted in the North West Pro-
vince, ani recommends its general adoption.

Mr. Hemmond Giles ended his remarks on Registration by mention-
ing that e possesses 2 Registered Letter Receipt issued by the
wadras G.P.C. dated 5th. Oct, 1854, with the pre-stamp despatch mark,
Yad-as/Date/Paid impressed on it, It is interesting to note that
this date is after the introduction of the half-anna rostage adhesive,

tuddenly to demand a fee of B snnas for a service which hitherto
had been free must have appeared exorbitant to the Public, and the
figuires quoted above referring to the number of items handled in a

monip &t the largest office in the country, show how little the ser-
~“Ficp was being used.

In 1854, Registration as we know it today was introduced.
At the same tiie the Registration Fee was reduced to 4 annas,

1t should be noted that Registration in India did not, and still
today does 1ot, offer automatic compensation, though small ex-gratia
payments are sometimes made., A sepe -ate fee for Insurance was intro-

duced on 1st, Jan. 1878 to provide compensation #6r inland letters
and par.els, 5

In 1854 new rules were introduced. Although it is intended
that a separate spction on Rules and Regulations will be published
later, a few brief extracts are necessary here,

-
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!
Rules for Registrationm.
(Prom the Post Office Manual, 1E 4-8)

Under Rule 1. Registration was applicab.e to all descrip="
tions of letters - without distinction = and also, 10
Packets of Books.

" = Any Postzaster, Deputy, Receiver or other
Officer wust Register any letter tendered for Registrationm,
but must demand & Registry Fee of 4 anna: , writing L
distinctly on the fromt, 'Registered Let er .
Rule 24, The Fee must in all cases be p.1d in money -
For guidance of Staff, The Registration ive must b. paid
before a receipt is given.
Stamping Rule No.2 states that "the receipt will then be
stamped with the Dated Office Seal” - (illustration - plate 1)
At the time of Delivery the 'usual official receipt must

be obtained, signed by the Addressee .

I=-THE EARLIEST HANDSTAMPS

There is wide variation in wording and design in the caxly
period, and no rule as to colour of impression. A broad pattern

can be seen:

(a) Some Presidency G.P.Os anu large cities originally had
their own distinctive types - Bombay, Calcutta, Karachi, Delhi,

(b) Other places had marks of a type vommon to their partice
ular postal circle - Madras Circle, North-West Provinces and

Bombay Circle.

(c) A very few offices had types anomalous to their circle =
Poona and Manwuth,

(d) The Foreign Mail Offices of Bombay and Madras had
special tynes, in-~orporating the date.

(e) Some offices used no handstamp but recorded the regist=-
ration details in manuscript.

A tentative classification has been made con the abo.e basis.

Minor wvariations in size have been disccunted to a!low for
such features as over-inked impressions, anc possible err re in
taking measurements. Where a substantial difforence has =an
fo nd (usually of at least lmm,) this has been classified as a
sub=type.

All the dates so far collated show a2 sin ular gap. The 4
earliest mark seen is 1llth. Oct. 1855, a gap c{ over a y. r with °*
no mark recordeu. However, the extract from [ :le 1 cove: this by
the instruction to officers to write "Registe: d Letter = the
front (of the cover), Such m letter hi#s been recorded a: -arly as ..
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5th, Dec. 1834.

About 100 covers have so far been recorded, spanning the years
from 1854 to 1872, The highest number recorded for a singl: type 1s
22, Several types have only the one example recorded ilor thoem,

This puts all registered covers of this period in the 'Scarce’ cat-
egory. Therefore details of every cover reported will be given,

REGIBTRATION
YEE.

YPaid 4 anmas

TYPE 1. 36 x 20 mm,

Kurrachee. 7Jan57 Reg.No,20 Colour: Red 1la (adhes:ve)
@ on cover.

This handstamp is the most obvious candidate as No.l, despite
the fact that it is not the earliest one recorded, It is unigue in
that it is the only stamp which includes a reference to the | anna
Fee, It is the fullest in form, in fact, the legend tells the whole
story.

The design follows the pre-adhesive pattern, being slivnily
smaller than the All India Town Types (38 x 25 mm,) which include
either "Bearing’ or "Paid" in roughly the same position in the stamp,
(a possible indication tha: local offices designed their own stamps),

The stamp did not have a very long life. By 1861 Karachi had
adopted the Bombay Circle type (7b). The actual period of use cannot
be determined more closely as only the one example has cowe to light,

REGISTERED |

LETTER N2
Wi
qu L 2. 49,5 x 18,5 mm.
R ELLF :

ek . Bombay G.P.0. Type

Date folcur Reg. No. Adhesives
5May56 Black - 65 ja.
5Dec56 pi 125 ia,
27FebS7 2 37% ia,
"'S“Pa? : i - ilc
270ct57 y ; - ja.
-1-“ i E“ hn"‘Zﬂl“

The stamp has the wording 'Registered Letter’ im full,

Like Type 1, this stamp had a very shor’ life. In 1861 Bombay
was using Type Ta,

- -
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1 /64,/Ci. REGISTRATION/FPlate I.
REGISTERED LETTER RECEIPTS - EARL:) TYPES

CEGISTERED LETILR L_CT:T

I‘;-( Ofice, Dated 75 Cic&= Y5/ &
Tece:red (rom / P r:-/_?-ff

= the u.ndtrmnm‘lmd I otier for dispaid

m’_)

ad v £ F sl f

""’!"f
’gff G =

Fig.l - 1860 - receipt jssued at Trichinopoly (Receiving House No,l)
Form printed a. Madras Govt. Press. Reduced 1o i linear.

REGISTERED LETTER RECEIPT. !
4 Ne v 11/? 7

& "4

Bowbay Puat O, duted ;:f_;"".-r' 156

A
&
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Fig.2 - 1861 - receipt Ipec.l.l.lljr printed rm- use at Bombay "ost
Otfice, showing the "Foreign Mail" sark. fyoe lla (though
tha address is Calcutta), Retucad t. 1 linear.
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/

REG®LETTERN: I

TYPE 3a, 52 to 58 x § mm,
Calcutta G.P.0. Type

Date Colour nei. No. Size Adheslives
110ct55 Red 14885 53 x 9 4 x 4a. ¢

ML R 1026 58 x 9 -
*11Mar59 " 9802 58 x 9 2 x 4a; 6 x la.

? - 8100 52 x 9 4 x 2a.
30Aug60 ™ 15379 52 x 9 8a.
250ct67 v D/740 52 x 9 da; da.

2Jul72  Black A/164 52 x 9 4a; la.
30Dec72 Red © A/16299 52 x 9 4a; da.

The handstamp con-ains the word 'Letter', but the word
“megistered’ has been abbreviated.

This stamp had the longest life of all - 1855 tp 1872.

Differences in size are difficult to explain. The earliest
mark is clearly 52/57 mm, (heavily inked). The 58 mm. impressions
have been verified. The illustratinn shows how the longer stamp
was altered in size about 1859/60, When cut down, & 2 mm, project-
jon was left at the top right of the frame, later strikes show
that the projection has been removed. (Tracings indicate that this
and later impressions were from the same stamp),

*A note of what adhesives were used on each cover is given in order
to establish when the 4 anna Fee hegan to appear as adhesives, in
other words, when the "Paid in Cash’' rule was abolished.

In 1859, as indicated by this and all subsequent covers (except one)
we find the 4 anna Foe shown as adhesives. It is a curious fact that
-in; of these early covers have a separate 4 annas adhesive to indice-
_.ate the Fee, even though it might have been easier to apply other
:uuhzn:tlnnu. or higher value adhesives.

REGTLETTERN:®
TYPE 3b 60 x 9 mm,
Calcutta Sub-Oéfiee Type g Byt
Date 'cqlodr Reg.No. Size Mhesives
Calcutta "B"  180ct60 Red 860 60x9® 9 x §a.
165ep71 " B11337 60 x 9  4a. + #a.

This handstamp has been classified as & sub-type because of

the similariiy to the Head Office Type. The size and form are al-
wost the same except for the sans-serif letters. Although the
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abbreviated form of "Registered” ends in "T", the probable explan-.
ation is that the native miker of the star~ just made 4 mistake or
the example he was copying was indistinct. (The strikes are per-

fectly clear and there is no doubt that the terminal letter is a "T"),

RECGISTERED
TY.'I-‘E ki 33 X " O .
Calcuttz Sub-Bffies Type ef £ E‘i"*‘i’f-'i
Date Reg.No, Colour Adhesives
Calcutta "A" =Maré5 3050 Red ? :
;. 3Feb71  A17021 iy 2 x 8a, + 2 x Bp.
? 26Apr72 1465 " ?

This handstamp is conpletely different from the Head Office
Type, unboxed and sans-serif letters. On cover the mark may be
qualified (in manuscript), e.g. with the word "'Cal” and the date
below; weight "J4" before; number and possibly indicator letter,
"A17021" after the mark.

[B;:EG_ISTE' R—E‘D]

TYPE 4. 43.5 x 11 mm,
Delhi Head P,0, Type
mte Colour Reg.No, Size
De}hi 12Feb$1 Red 248 43,5 x 11 mm,
_ 12Ap 61 " 963 43.5 x 11
o 30Jul62 n 1130 43,5 x 11
T 4Janbd i 4133 43.5 x 11

e
s

- - "Registered No." in two lines and with seriffed letters. With

. only four examples recorded it is impossible to say how lomg the

stamp was in use,

REGISYEREDN®

S ;
“ﬁ'%“l' TYPE Sa. S5 x 11 mm,
¥ Madras Circle Type

f
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REGISTRATION/7. %

1/67/C1. w‘f\*
Office ¢ Date ~ Colour  Reg.No, Size  Adhesives ’
Bangalore 26Apr57 Orange/Red 918 56 x 10 la.
Bangalore 4JunS7  Red 308 - ia,
Hyderabad (Deccan)6Jul58 Orange/Red 331 5 x 11 da.
Hyderabad i 7Jul58 Red - 55 x 11 -
Nagore 14Jul59 Red - 54 x 11 -
Madras =Julbl Red 3240 84 x 10 4a.+2a.+2 x la.
Hyderabad 11Feb62 Red 3506 55 x 11 6a,
Hyderabad 14Mar62 Red 1679 55 x 11 6a.
" yderabad " 50ct62 Red 6247 55 x 11 Ba.
Secunderabad 20Jan62 Red 1480 55 x 11 Ba.
Secunderabad 24Febb4 Red 2330 55 x 11  10a. Sp.
Mangalore 9Dec65 Red . 71310 54 x 11 Ga.

? =JanG6 Red - 52 x 10 =
Mangalore 1Jun68 Red 152 54 x 11 4da,+ 2 x ha,

2 19Ma ré9 Red - 55 x 11 -

Only "Registered No." in the wording; "Letter' is not includeds
This open-ended type 1s difficult to me&sure accurately in many cases
but the basic form is the same.

Some gtrikes are a distinct bright orange-red in colour.

T}P. I': - TT] f F-'l!ﬂh-ﬂmhh 3
]

REGISTERED
N@
TYPE 6a. 29 x 10 mm,
North West Provinces Type

'y

Dffice Date Colour Reg.No. Size Adhesives
Dera Ismail Khan -Sep57 Black - 29 x 10 da,

Ajmere 100ct57 Red - 28 x 12,5 2 x la,
Mooltan 18Jan57 Red 74 28 x 10 da,
Mooltan 1Jul5s Red 340 28 x 10 Aa.

Erin Foora =M-r€l Red - 29 x 10,5 2 x 2a.+ la,
Aboo TMay6l Red 136 28 x 11 4a,.+ la,
Aboo -0ct6l O-ange/Red - 28,5 x 10.5 da.+ la,
Umritsur 23Jan62 Black 2808 - 4a.+ %a,
Agra 8Augb4 Red 116 28,5 x 10,5 -
Erinpoor- 200ct64 Red - 28 x 10.5 da.+ 2 x }a.
Roorkee 22Mar66 Red 1276 28 x 11 42,4+ 2 x 43,
Lahore TAug66 Black 1708 - xlU 6a.

Rohtuk . Augb6 Red 116 29 x 10,5 11 x }a.
Mooltan - Red 4322 29 x 10,5 -

TYPE 6b. 30 x 11 mm,

Unmritsur 124pré3 Red 3341 30 x 11 4a.+ a.
Jullundur 26Jul6é Red 6866 30 x 11 =
Umritshur 23Jan6t9 Red 5967 a0 x 11 da.+ 12,

Tonk 27Apr6? Red - i 30 % 11 4a,+ ha,

- ———— e —— e . T e



REGISTRATION/B.

Types a” and "b" are exactly the same, Registered No.
the letters are plain and sans-serif.

twvo lines;

frames differs slightly as indicated in the table.

This type was in use for the whole of t' e early period,
Dates recorded for "b" show no early dates, but with only 4 examples

recorded, no conclusion can be drawn,

1/68/Ci.

in

;4_155¢t¢
:‘L P s
(REGENe )
- ™y
TYPE 7a. & * 39 x 10.5 mn. i-;hﬁ;-‘
Bombay Circle Type - :
Office Date Colour Reg.No, Size Adhesives
? 1Av 57 Red - 39 x 10,5 -
Poona 170ct57 Red 1667 39 x 10,5 1a,
Mahableshwur TAprsS?7 Black 261 39 x 10,5 2 x ha.
KEhandells 24Aug60 Red 219 39 x 10,5 4a.+ 8 x. la,
+ 4 a da,
*Bombay 10Aug6l Red 103 39 x 10,5 2 x 4a,
Bombay IMay62 Red - 39 x 10,5 -
Bombay 10Jul62 Red - 39 x 10,5 -
Jaulnah © 118ep62  Black 281 3% x 10.5 3 x 4du.
Bombay 4Janf4 Red 28 39 x 10.5 -
Jaulnah 5Apr64  Black 646 39 x 10,5 da.+ 3a,
ALrangabad 11Jan65 Red 71 39 x 10,5 4a.+ 2 x la,
Sawantwari 10Jan66 Red 228 39 x 10.5 4a.+ la,
Jaulnah TOct67 Red 286 39 x 10,5 4 x 4a.
Surat 3Nov6E  Red 179 32 x 10,5 4da.+ ?
TYPE 7hb, 40 x 10,5 mm, ﬁny“
Sukkur 30May57 Red 45 40 x 10,5 D
Jaulnah lAugs7 Black 870 40 x 10,5 8a.
Nagpore ~Jan60  Red 065 40 x 10,5 3 x 2a.
*Kurrachee lAug6l  Black 5764 40 x 10,5 2 x 4a.
Kurrachee 24Jun62  Black 86 40 x 10,5 Ba,+ 4da,+ 2a,
Kamptee =Dec62 EBlack 1168 40 x 10,5 3 x 4a,
~Kurrachee 15Apr63  Blue 2066 40 x 10,5 4 x 4a.
Lharvar BFebb4 Red 2317 40 x 1C.5 4a.+ la,
Typee 'a" ani "+" are the same except for the size of frame.

This is the most abbreviated form of any stamp,

It hau wide

The size of t.ae

T

1
L
\

usage in the Bqnbty Circle and the period of usage covers almost the
whole of the early =eriod.
ported thgn any other type.

*The two maiks indicated '{ Bombay, type 7a and Kurrachee, type

7d) both appear on the same cover.
this period - 1861 to 1864
noted 4 covers, invariably
The covers emanated

mark,

fand p0ssibly before),
with Bombay type Ta in addition to another
from Kurrachee, Patiua and two frem Delhi,

i e 1 A i 0

e Tk

it .

More exawnples of this type have been re-

This phenomenon is mot unique for
So far we have
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all addressed to places overseas. The explanation lies in & sectios.

of the Rules from the 1854-8 Post Office Manual which states that
“When iiems for countries outside India are to be Registered, th:y
must be sent to the Port or Despatch = = (for registratiom).

The covers examined all showed the appropriate marks and num-
bers for internal use. The second registrstion mark would have
been applied to each cover at Bombay ftype 7a). This is confirmed
by the various Bombay receipt marks on the backs of each cover,
which was then re-numbered for 'Foreign Registration’,

This situation must have been unsatisfactory, having in some
cases two similar registration marks and two different numbers on
= cover, Bombay and Madras, therefore, introduced what a previous
writer described as Artistic’ handstamps, more correctly termed
(in postal circles) "Foreign Mail Registration Number Stamps’,

(type 11).

REGISTERED
N2
TYPL 8, 29,5 x 8 mm, dmﬁh\-f
Bengal Circle (Patna) Type. :
Office Date Colour Reg.No. Size Adhesives
Patna 3May6”? Red 3 29,5 x 8 2 x 4a.+ 2 x la.
*Rangoon 15Jul62 Red 794 29.5x9 Wi+ 2a.

The form is similagr to the Delhi type, "Registeppd No," in
iwo lines, seriffed letters, but the stamp is much smgller and has
a bar dividing it into two equal sectioms. '

*At this time the Burma Circle had come into being (1 Jan 1862)
but still continued to use the Bengal Circle type handstamps, It
has been confirmed that the registration stamp was in use prior to
1862 - as part of the Bengal Circle.

RECISTERED |

TYPE 8. 32 x 13 ma, e
Poons (anomalous) Type. ::EM
E_!_EE:_: Date Colour Reg.No. Size Adhesives
:m 16Ma =69 Red 156 32 x13 4a.+ 2 x la,
koona 22May68 Red 360 32x13 3x 2.

The same as type 6, North West Provinces, exceot for size,
this bandstasp veing very much lLarger. Does not conform with the
Bombay Circle type, It is possible that the stamp was & locally-
made r-"la:ement, the letters being unevenh and amateurish. The
correci. stamp, Type 7, was in use in 1857 (see type 7a table).

*5 months after the last reported dste above, the stamp had
oeen replrced with the All-India 4-tier type (13th. Oet. 1869) .,

T N 'S
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lﬁzmsTEaElﬂ
NS |

TYPL E-‘i"‘ 30 x 11 mm.
L]

Maawathr Type. [ Hyhasksd STal)

Office Date Colour Reg. No. Size Adhesives
vanwuth 14Jul69 Red 228 30 x 11 9 x da.

The same as type 6, North West Provinces, and conforming to
type, but where type 6 has "dots” under the "o" of "No, , this has
exagge.ated commas,

[REGISTEREDN®

TYPE 1lla. 47 x 27 mm,

« FOREIGN MAIL REGISTRATION NUMBER STAMP.

Bor.oay (Inscribed "P.0.")

Date Reg. No. Colour Adhesives
55en6l 308 Black On receipt
¥ 8Jan62 583 Black -
24Janb5 - Black 6a. -
20Jul6s = Black =
22Jan67 2527 Black -
1AprE7 - Black -

e o
T [RECISTERED.N2 |
B TYPE 11b, 44 x 24 wm.

Bombay (Inscribed "G.P.0.")
2Aprés 316 Red 4.+ do.

Possioly the smaller stamp replaced the larger ons but, since
only the one example of type 11b has been reported, this is conject~
ure. 4z can be seen from the tables, both types 7a and lla wzre in
use 8t the same time, 1861 to 1864,

Most of the evamples seen aAre on internal covers, possibly
pece.ise these would be more likely to survive than external covers.
Rombay had 2 reputation for the liberal use of all its bhandstamps
with tota) disregard for their actual purpose. This is just as well,

as examples of othe. postmarks (to be dealt with later) might not
otherwise have survived,

o india studv circle/r s nuttall /december 1973
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"POREIGN MAIL REGISTRATION NUMBER STAMP

Madras G.P.0,
‘Date « No, Colour
28Sepé6 9793 ?
BApr€7 . 23885 Black
27Jul6? - »

With only three examples reported it is impossiblc to sav hos
long tre stamp was in use. The earliest date is only three years
before the introduction of the All India types.

(It is not knuwn if a Calcutta “oreign Mail' type exists)

TYPE 13. 2] mm, diameter.
Delhi Field Force, :

This handstasp was used to cancel ordinary mail and was not
used for registration purposes by the Field Force during the Mutiny
in 1857,

It is not known for what town or area the stamp was intenned,
nor is it known to hawe been used anywhere other than at Delhi.

All that is 'mcwn is that the Postmaster of Ambala brought this
Stamp with him when he joined the Field Force,

L4

TYPE O. Manuscript Mark only. No Handstamp,

Office Dnte l_lﬂ.ﬂb. Manuscript ‘ndorsements.

Cochin 5Dec54 23 "Registered Letter, No. 23".
Sumbbulrore 7Feb60 60 "Regtn N 60",

*190 6Feb6d 6 "Registered No, 6,

Dwa.rka 21Mar66 332 "S‘amped k Registered letter .3 2
Nowgong 4May66 644 "Registered and Paid &a,"

Raepore 11Feb69 788 - "Registered k Stamped’ No.:

from Raepore P.O. 11/2/69, ' &1."

*This item is on cover cancelled 190 in Renouf T.4 ( Bomba |
Cirels). Col. Martin quotes tLe number as recorded only in off: al
lists as MHIJJIE (Dhoolia) - seasonal office open only san. to ‘& =h
sach yoar for the annual fair,
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REGISTRATION/12. 1/7a/C,

In this early period of introdewciion of the new service it was
inevitable that some offices would not have received their new
stasps. The examples ou the previous page and the number of items
they bad dealt with (particularly Nowgo.g an’ Raspore) make this
feature worthy of classification as a distinct type. Compared with
the total number of covers recorded, they represent & scarce ites,

(Some readers will have seen a Kamptee wark illustrated on the
cover of India's Stamp Journal issue of April 1970, It is not proe-
posed to list this mark without a sight of the actual cover, Too
many fez'ures are wrong).

CONCLUSION,

The All India Types to be dealt with in the next section were
introduced in 1868, It will be seen from the tables that some errly
types overlappeu this date, This is msturai, and all the succeeding
types overlapped; it would have taken some time to replace all the
stamps in all the offices.

I will répeat my plea for reports of any dates of those early
types - even if only a single example., Anytning significant can be
published as an addendum,

Acknowledgments are due to the numerous members of the India
Study Circle who have already contributed to this section with photo=
stats, tracings and the loan of actual items,
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1/142/C1. C ok Lo CTR REGISTRATTON/13,

INDIA - Regutﬂtiun hrtim

Alterations and Additions to Chapter IT - THE EARLIEST HANDSTAMPS
CORRECTION - Pages REGISTRATION/S and /6.

Under Types 3b and 3c the word "Office" should be deleted from the
sub-title, which should read "'Calcutta Sub-type . .
These two stamps were used at the Head Office in addition to Type
Ja. Clearly, 3a was the principal stamp. The others would have
been "Security sets', signed out by additional clerks when pressure
of work made it necessary (the set of stamps signed for by the
clerk also included an obliterator which contained the letters A,

B or C to identify a particular clerk for that spell of duty).

Thus the security letter in the cancellation usually matched a man-
usc. ipt endorsement of the same letter preceding the Reg. numkter.

ALTERATION - Page REGISTRATION/6. "Type 5" should read "Type 5a".
ADDITIONS - New Types

REGISTEREDN®

TYPE Sb. 58 x 11 mm.

Madras Circle Sub-type

HRaichoor BJun58 Red ¥No.B 58 x 11 mm,

This type is the same as the Circle type except that one
end is "closed" (probably an error on the part of the maker).

RECISTERED

TYPE 5¢. 38 x 4 mm.

Madras Head Office - Sub-type
Madras - Red No.380T o x 4 mm,
Madras - Re No.8524 38 x 4 mm.
Madras 23Nov65 Red No.l3790 38 x 4 mm.

When first reported, this mark posed a problem. "On piece”, the
size and spacing of the letters exactly fitted the Calcutta Sub-

type 3¢, but the cancellation "C/1" (Renouf Type 6) indieat.d that
the mark emanated from Madras. Llater, a clear example was produced;
This is illustrated exactly as it appears. It shows slight differ-
ences in the shape of the initial "R”, the "G" and the "S".

Another example of a security stamp, but us.J without an indicator .
letter.

ADDITIONAL REPORTS,

Type - - Bombay G.P.O, Type: Nine additional dates have been re-
- ’ corded for this stamp, making 1t ile
most reported siamp of all, The earliest date remains the same
(5%a§56), but the latest date has been extended to =JanlB86l; see
below under Type 7a regarding the overlap of dotes.




REGISTRATION/14.,

1/143/C4,

Tﬁe 5a - Madras Circle Type: Five more offices (underlined below)

have been reported as using this
type and one report for Bangalore advances the first use of this

stamp by more than a year,

Bangalore 21ar56 Red No.241 35 x 10 mm,.
Bangalore 19Jan67 Orange/Red No.2379 4 x 11 mm.
Cochin 28Feb57 Orange/Red No.l442 -
Cochin 24Mar68 Orange/Red No.792 -
Bolarum 105ep59 Red No,99 94 x 11 mm,
Kirkumbaudy 255ep59 Red No.130 54 x 11 mm.
Masulipatam 24Feb68 Red No.582 -
Hingoli IMay63 Red - -

Type 6a - North Western Provinces Type: Three new offices have been

added to this list.

Lahore 11Aug5s Red No, 790 28.5 x 10 mm,
Ferozepore 145Sep$9 = Red No.115 - 7
Umritsur 19Augh6l Rlack No.1309 28.5 x 10 mm.
Peshawur 16Apr63 Red No,.3436 -

Peshawur 9Jan69 Red No.6978 28 x 10 mn.
hlEEhur J0Apré6 Rer No.279 28.5 x 10.5 mm,

Type 6b - North Western Provinces Type: Five new offices have been

adced to this list.

Kohat 22Mars59 Black - 30 x 11 mm,
Lucknow JDectl Red No.T7B68 30 x 11 mm,
Hurdai 4Jan62 Red No.131 30 X 11 M,
. Landerp 14Juné4 Red No,286 -
landour 18Marés Red - -
Ajmere 16Apré5 Red No.9 30 x 11 mm,

Type 7a - Bombay Circle Type: Several reports of Bombay GPO using
thig type show that the stamp was

intreduced as early as 245ep59 or before, and thus overlapped

Type &, with both types in use at the same time until 1861,

However, ine covers with Type 2 have generally been inland covers;

thofic #ilh Type 7a destimed for abroad - frequently with "doublc "

registration (see note on Foreign Registration after Type 7a).

Bombay 24Ser 59 Red No.99 39 x 10.5 mm,
Bombay 16Ma r6 Red - 39 x 10,5 mm,

_~ype 7b - Bombay Circle Type: Omly one new office reported.

. Belgaum 20Augt3 Red No.1158 -
Jaul: ah 5J1ya7 Black No,T1' 40 x 10.5 m.

- ——
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1/144/CA. REGISTRATION/15.

Type 8 - l!!l!}7C1lnll Type: This type continues to be a rystery
because of the scarcity of examples.

Two more reports fros Rangoon extend this office's use of the mark
from 1859 to 1863, Onmly one other exanple reportec from another
ﬂffiﬂ# - Al‘l‘lh.

Rangoon 7Apr59 Orange Red No.5081 29.5 x 8.5 mn.
Rangoon - 63 Red No.2743 29,5 x 8.5 mm.
Arrah -J1y66 Red No.911 29.5 x 8 mm.

A possible explanation for the scarcity of Bengal Circle marks may
be the practice of Calcutta Heac Office registering items in
transit which originated from subordinate offices. An early
example from Rangoon and another from Moorsheedabad would seem to
suggest this - the former had Type 3a, the latter 3b. All the
marks so far reported for the Bengal Circle are comparatively late,
after 1859.

Type 9 - Poona (anomalous) Type: This office appears to have been
! a "law unto itself"!

The original reported type differed from the I;‘i_gngal Circle Type 7,
being a larger version of the North Western Provinces Type 6.

Two more reports in the year previous to the published dates of
the larger stamp show another, smaller version in use - exactly
the same in every respect except gize, This stamp measured

30 x 11 mm. (Later stamp - 32 x 13 mm.).

an 2% ‘-'ﬁ-ﬂ Bad HO.HE m b 1 11 mn,
Poona 120ct68 Red No.364 3V x 11 mon.

(Another reported date for Poona in Type 7a - the correct
Circle stamp - shows it was in use from 1857 t« 1860) .

Type 10 - Previously named the "Manwuth” type: This type, a
variation ~f

Type 6 of the N.W.P,, but having commas instead of stops under
the "o" of "No", was only *ecorded originally from Manwuth, a Sub-
Office .in Hyderabad State. It was therefore-listed separately.
Two more reports now br.ng it bacs to the N.W.P, - Delhi and
Nowshera, the latter being a Sub Office under Peshawar and located
in the N.W.P, up to 12/60, whe. it was transferred to the Puniak.
lThe type should probably therefore be renurhered as Type 6c lor
N.W.P,

The apparent an maly of Manwuth may be partly resolved by refer-
ence to Col. Martin's lists, though dates do not fit exactly.

The office cpened in 1/61 in Madras Circle, but its number is
unknown. At some date between 2/63 and 7/66 it was transferred

to Bombay, bu. still the number is unknown. In 4/70 it was placed
under the N.W.P., less than a year after the only recorded use of
Type 10; it seems possible that the mark in a N.W.,P. type (or sub-
type) could have been issued by that Circle, since Manwuth appears
to have been an unwanted responsibility throughout the decade!
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Delhie Mﬂ RBed No, 5387 30 x 12 mm,
Delhie -Nov65 Red Mo.52186 30 x 12 =,
Nowghera - Febbb Black No, 550 30 z 11 mm.

The Delhie examples are significant, showing that this
office ad abandoned its own type, Type 4 (last reported
Jan64) in favour of the Circle type.

Type 0 - Manuscript mark only - No Handstamp:

Singapore 24AprS56 No number, Endorsed - ' Registered
letter .
‘aulnah 4Sep56 No. 501 Endorsed - Stamped and

Registered !ertter No.501".

It is strange that although Singapore correctly endorsed the
cover "Registered letter” it did not number it (which
suggests the office had not started a registered journal),
The Jaulnah date is interesting as it is shown as using

Type 7b handstamp in July '57. *»

GENERAL NOTES. *

The deduction concerning the abolition of the "Paid in Cash” rule
in 1859, arrived at by studying the adhesives used on early covers
(see note * after Type 3a) has nmow been confi.rmed. The official
date for the introduction of payment of the Registration Fee hy
means of adhesives is given as lst Feb, 1859,

Production of the first Section, "The Earliest Handstamps”, pro-
duced a world-wide response, Details of some 60 covers came in,
resulting in two new Types and extending the life of nearly all
the types listed.

For economy of space, we do not list details of all these reports;
it is sufficient to say that, in all cases, they have confirmed
the original findings concerning Circle types.

A1l "New" offices have been listed here and, where a repor. sheds
light on, for example, the introduction of a different stamp (as
with Poona, Delhie and Jaulnah', details have been given.

In all, some 160 covers have beeu lisied, covering the period
1854 to 1872,

ERERSEES SR AT R IF R A RS RRE F L
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1/146/Ci. REGISTRATION/17.

Iii - ALL-INDIA REGISTRATION HANDSTAMPS

The need for uniformity in design and practice is clearly
demonstrated by the study of the early handstamps.

Head Office stamps differed from Circle types; stamps 1D
the same office differed in the cause of gecurity. Most offices,
even at the end of the period, still awaited the issue of a Reg-
istration stamp. There was no dufinite rule as regards colour.
But, although the need was obvious, it was not possible under the
existing set-up. In many offices, for example, Registration work
was done by the Parcel Clerk, in addition to his own work, without
the aid of a proper set of Registration stamps and seals.
Uniformity could only be achieved by the introduction of a separate
Branch or Department within the Post Office, with the necessary
staff and the appropriate stamps and seals to deal with Registrat-
ion work,

By Indian Post Office standards, the establishing »f the new
department and the intruduction of the new stamps was rapid. Only
in the case of Calcutta do we have evidence of the use of the
"old" stamp after 1869/70. (The three stamps in use at this off-
ice appear to have been re.ained until 1872 - see dates after 3a,
3b and 3c).

One of the first stamps to appear (though not the earliest)
was a S5-tier type and it is proposed to classify this as Type 21.

G
IRECISTERED
CALCUTTAC.P.0
NS W

(2]
DATE
Colour - Red; Earliest date seen - 27/12/69; latest - 30/5/70.

e The only stamp to incorporate the Circle letter 'C''. Apart
from this feature, it differed from other stamps to fo'low in two
respects. All later stamps, with one exception, have a plain "N’
instead of "N2" to indicate the Number compartment; and none has
Date” in full. This stamp wae used specifically by the Head Reg-
istration Clerk's Dept. (see general no.es luter). =

| REGISTERED. P
Q. : 5t
N. W. *

D. .

TYPE 22a. Width 42-45 mm. Height 22-24 mm.
Period of use: 1869 to 1891.
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"o" for Office; "N for Number; "W' for Weight; "p" for Date,
all to be entered in manuscript.

Examples prior to 1870 are very scarce. So far, only Mooltan
15/6/69, Delhi 12/7/69, and Poona 13/10/69 have been reported.
There are only 9 examples recorded for 1870 and 8 examples for 1871.
Up to late 1872, there was gtill no rule as to colour; reports show
an equal number nf Black and Red strikes, with an occasional Blue
or Green (both from Monghyr). From late 1872 all strikes are in
Black. "Registcred” in the top line appears in large and small,
thick and thin lettering. The "Weight” space can be filled in in
a variety of ways - usually just a simple fraction, like "}" or
"1" or "4/8" or "4/16" or "15/16"; occasionally with "Tola" or i
written alongside.

However, one endorsement, occasionally found, which has
caused confusion, is "at”. This can be written before or after
the fraction; e.g. before or after "§ tola" - this means "above"
} tola. The stamp was used by Head Offices, Sub Post Offices and
Branch Offices.

In 1879, a reduced fee of 2 annas was introduced for Books
and Pattern Packets.

Frcn 1881-2 Annual Report: Registration fee for letters
reduced from 4 annas to 2 annas from lst Aug. 1BEF1l,

[RECISTERED
10 DELHI
; IN W
- _d_'.i';_;»-.-.—‘.' = D .
Ay TYPE 22b, Width 42.5 mm. Height 22.5 to 24 mm.

Period of use: 1874 to 1877.

As Type 22a but with the Office Name an uu&mum
stamp. :

Wotr: In this stasp only, the indicator letter "0" has been
- retained.

Cily two examples recorded for this type:

Jelhi 15/1/74 (as illustrated), aad Calcutta W 15/10/7..

The Delhi mark has a manuscript "B" in fromt of the office

name; Caleutte has "W' in the stamp. Both are Head Office stamps

used in conjunction with Firms or Individuals posting more than '

ﬁt“‘fi“e"d items daily. (See notes on Window Ticket systes
erl.
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1/148/C1. REGISTRATION/19.

REGISTERED.

SHIKARFORE.
N. W

D.

TYPE 22c. Width 41 to 43 am. Height 22 to 24 mm.
Period of use: 1871 to 1892,

As Type 22b, but with "0" for Office removed. The office
name is an integral part of the stamp.

Except for Bombay G.P.0. all strikes are in Black. [Dates
for Bombay G.P.0. are from 31/7/71 to 11/12/72 and | all in Red

(A much later example in Black. has been seen; .0 datc, but atter

1875). This office is the only one Tecorded to have used any

other type than 22a in Red (There is no report of Bombay using

Type 22a), Apart from Bombay G.P.0., earliest examples ol th.s

stamp are from 1876, This type was used by Head Offices, Sub Fost

Offices and Branch Offices.

(An error has been ncted in the stamp fcr Peshawar - the "W has
been omitted from the stamp. However, it is felt that this =
not worthy of classification since it is obviously a mistake in
the manu:acsuze of the stamp. This fact was recognised, and in
some cases W was written in).

REGISTERED.
PALL
N. W.
D. JAN3I

TYPE 22d. Width 41 to 43 mm, Height 21 to 22 mm.
Period of use: 1873 to 1884.

As Type 22c, but with Date-Slide in bottom line.
Note: Indicator letter 'D has been retained,

Only 3 reports of this type, all from Head Offices,
Barliest is Ghazeepore 31/12/73, Later dates are approximate, only
ve date, 1882, confirmed.

REGISTERED = |
CALCUTTA
N. W,
D. 20.7. 17

ﬁ_

TYPE 22e. Width 52 mm, Height 22 mm,
Period of use: 1877.
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As Type 22d, with Date-Slide in bottom line and retaiuing

"p". The impression clearly indicates that this is a rubber

stamp; frame lines are nct straight but vary in thickness and are

"splayed-out” in places. The stamp is 10 mm. wider .han normal,

Whether this is an additional or replacement stamp s not known;

only this one example (date as illustrated) kmovn,

It is the only Calcutta stamp with Date-slide to have retaincd

the indicator letter 'D".

The impression seen has a manuscript E in front of the number.

REGISTERED
CALCUTTA. -

NA W.
I 12

TYPE 22f. Width 42 to 43 mm. Height 22 to 23 mm,
Period of use: 1877 1t 1BB2.

As Type 22d and 22e but with indic-tor letter "D’ removed.
The Date-slide sometimes includes the year.

The main feacure of this type (for Calcutta) is the in-
clusion of letters of the alphabet after N in the stamp (as
illustrated). These letters identify firms or individuals who
. post 10 or more Registered articles daily (see general notes
later). Illustrated i:c the letter "A"., Also recorded - "B",
"C"’ "D", “E“ and ”E".

10 examples recorded from Calcutta and one from Poona. The
Poona example has no year in the date and no identifyig letter
after "N".

In the case of one of the A" stamps seen, a crude attempt has
been made to alter the ""N" to what vaguely looks like a "K'.

This "botch-up” has then been deleted by superimposing a diagomul
bar. The impresciou appears as a crossed-out’ N, with "A"
alongside. Llater, the stamp shows a clean 'N' where the stamp

has been repaired.

REGISTERED.
0.
N. W .
D.

TYPE 22!:. Width 42 to 43 mm. Height 18.5 to 20 mm.
{Top of R to base of D)
Period oi use: 1878 to 1BB2,

As the basic Type 22a, with all the indicator letters "0",
H ! M N M0

D, W, but without frame-lines. This type wes

peculiar to the Punji.b.
10 offices recorded: Head, Sub, Branch and ong Experimental.
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1/150/C1, REGISTRATION/21.

During the period covered by .his type (up to 1882), study
of a large batch of covers has revealed two significant changes.
Buth of these can be of help in the "dating" of Registered covers
in thir, the period of "No Year" stamps (1875 to 1883).

Biue Cross: All the covers up to and including 1881 have‘EE
Blue Cross. All the covers from 1882 onwards
have the familiar Blue Cross on buck and front. Two covers in
this batch narrow the gap to between 17/6/82 (no Blue Cross) and
25/7/82 (with Blue Cross).
It is assumed that this rule applied to the rest of India, since
no covers have been seen with Blue Crosses prior to 1882 to
refute the above, Though an occasional cover is found after 1882
without the Blue Cross, this can generally be put down to clerical
error, In two cases seen this fact has been made evident -
(a) by drawing the cross in Red ink; the work of the Registration
clerk, and (b) by an officious clerk endorsing the cover "Blue
Cross is omitted" anc signing the statement!
(Another aid to "dating" covers of this era is the appearance of
2a, adhesives in place of 4a, - the Registration fee being re=-
duced from st Aug. 1881),

"Rates": As previously indicated, the weight of covers was

express>d as fractions of a tola, In 1878 this

rule was changed in connection with the introduction of Insurance

in January of that vear,

Between 13/4/78, the latest date seen for the use of the fraciion,

and 27/1/75, the method of indicating weight became "Rates"”,

thus - "5 Rates" or "5 R" or just plain "5" on its own, in the

"¥"' compartment,

Definition: a "Rate" is equal to § of a tola. e,

§

5

REGISTERED. | ~ = . 7°

KOHAT

TYPE 23a. Width 40 to 42 mm, Height 21 to 22 mm,
Period of use: 1878 to 1904,

The variations in the original 4-tier type, with its time-
wasting 4 compartments to be filled in in anuscript, pointed to
Ehe nee-d Iﬁr a new design. But the introduction im Jan, 1878 of

Insurance made it essential thrt a new series of stamps be
brougiht in to inﬂicage the new service,
The 1bove type was dual-purpose, for ordinary Registration or for
combined Registration with Insurance. later types indicated re-
strigtions or. Rigistered buginess (e.g. a complete ban on lnsur-
ance) .,

Thus, the simplified 3-tier stamp was introduced, with the Office




REGYSTRATION/Z22. 1/151/C1.,

wame conorally in large bold letters. But, where the name was
sufficiently long to warrant it, the lettering could be as "fine"
1= "Registered” in the illustration. The bottom line, which pre-
viously contained the date-slide, was omitted as superfluous,
since a date stamp would be used to show the date of despatch.
This stamp was issued to every category = Head Office, Sub Offices,
Branch Offices, Town Offices (e.g. Bombiy S.W, & W.C.; for Cal-
cutta, Jorasanco N.C. &k Garden Reach R, H.W,; also Meerut City Re-
ceiving 0ffize) - in fact, all offices which had no restrictions
on their Registered buciness. 'Meerut City Receiving office"

in this type has a small refinemeat in that, instead of "N in

the botlom line, it has "M®" (with commas below the bar under “0).

REGISTERED.

BELGAUM
N.

APR 26

TYPE 25b. Widta 42 mm,- Height 22 mm.
As Type 23a but with "W' omitted and date in bottom lime

alongside "A"'. (The number has been entered after the date, -

26 Apr 1B81).

Wore than 50 offices are listed as using the standard Type 23a,

bit enly this cne office has been noted with the date in the bottom
line. The impression is not clear enough to determine if this is

a date-slide or a date stamp applied separately.

BHOPAL

TYPE 24a. Width 41 to 43 mm. Height 21 to 22 mm.
Period of use: 1BB2Z to 1904,

Stamp again simplified; the top line with "Registered” has
been eliminated., Office Name general y in heavy type (but depend-
ent on tic length of the name), Bottom line much enlarged, vert-
ically, and with heavy dividing bar to right<har? side of stamp.
The much larger left-hand section is for the numbur, but "N' is
omitted, Smaller right-hand section for Weight/Rates, but "W 1is
omitted. The size of the Weight compartment varies from 11.5 to

i3 mm. Regarding the "filling-in" of this compartment, a gradual
laxity has been note’. Hithorto the weight has been scrupulously
entered, oy either one or other of the methods previously deta.led,
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1/152/C1. REGISTRATION/23.

but, during the study of this s.amp (and 24b) it has been noted
that the later the use, the less likelihood there is of 1t being

filled in.
Used by 2nd Class Head Offices aid Su" Post Offices (see gencral

notes later).

RUPAR

|

TYPE 24b., Width 41 to 43 mm. Height 16.9 to 17.5 mm,
Period of use: 1882 to 1902,

As Type 24a, but height of stamp approximately 17 mm, (as

against 22 mm, for 24a.).
Used by 2nd Class Head Offices and Sub Post Offices.

BIKANEER

[

TYPE 24c. Width 42 mm. Height 17.5 to 18 mm,
Period of use: 1888 to 1881,

As Type 24b, but with dividing bar central in bottom line,
A very scarce type, with only three offices recorded - Bikaneer,
Woriur and Seohara., (Bikaneer at this time was a 2nd Class k. ad
Office; category of the other offices is uncertain),

PANIPAT

!

TYPE 24d. Width 42 mm., Hoight 17.5 mm.
Period of use: 1897 to 1910,

Anomalous type - with dividing bar tu left-hand side of
stamp, Four peports fruom this office spanning 13 years, but no
other office is known to have had the dividiag bar cn the left,
It is felt that placing the bar to the left of the stamp was au
error, since this made the "number” compartment toe small for
practical purposes, while an uninecessary amount of space was
left for the rarely filled in weight compartment. However, the
stamp remained in use for at least 13 years, and the possibility
of another report confirming the above as a definitive type has
not been discounted.
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NIHTOR

TYPE 24e. Width 41 to 42 m., Height 15 to 17 mm.
Period of use: 1884 to 1900,

As Types 24b, 24c and 24d, but no dividing bar in botti
line. licight of this bottom compartment varies from 9 mm, (.5
above) to as little as 5 mm. (as with Ma jeeth=-Mand1, Amritsar,
which occupies two lines in the top compartment). Oti.cr offices
noted = Golden Temple Amritsar, Chandni Chowk, Suddur Bazar,
Murwara, Mandalay, Wellesley st, T.S. Calcutta and Bara Bazar T.S5.
Calcutta.

Used by Sub Offices (the Mandalay report has not been checkeil).
The absence of the dividing bar in the bottom compartment indic=
ates that the office was not permitted to accept Insured articles.

(See general notes later).

TYPE 24f. (Not illustrated).
Width 42 mm. Height 22 & 27 mm.
Period of use: 1888 to 1832,

As Type 24e above, put a much larger stamp, vertically,
dictated by office name. Writers Building Calcutta (27 mm., ),
Bombay S.E, (22 mm.) Lategory: Sub Offices.

NIIAGRA

TYPE 24g. Width 42 to 44 mm. Height 21 to 22 mm.
Perioc¢ of use: 1882 to 1804 .

Town Office Type. As Type 24a, with dividing bar tc right
in bottom compartment, and, in top line, compartment for the
Receiving Office Number. 'No,1" is comparatively common in this
tvpe (15 reports); 6 reports of other numbers, "No.11 Calcutta”
being the highest so far noted. Apart from one office, the period
of use is confi.ed to 1882-85. "No.2 Manekchok ' being the odd one
out, dated 17/2/1904,

N2I[FEROZEPORE

TYPE 24h. Width 41 to 43 mm. Height 17 m=.
Period of use: 1882 to 1883.

e o . g - 8 S
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1/154/Ct. REGISTRATION/25.

Town Office Type. As Type 24g above, but only 17 mm, high.
Very much scarcer than the lnr:erﬂitnlp with only 2 offices noted;
"No.1 Ferozepore and 'No.l Delhi’,

Both the above Town Office types were introduced following the
up-grading of these offices upon the introduction of the Money
oOrder Office "structure” in 1880 (see general notes later).

DIDWANA.| -
W.

TYPE 24i. Width 43 mm. Height 22 mm.
Period of use: 1880 (approx.)

Anomalou: Type. Probably a locally-made replacﬁmﬁnt.
Based on the 3-tier type, the size is about the same; W has
been retained but is very much larger; a hybrid of Types 23 and
94. The cover cannot be dated accurately (4as. fee, "Rates en-
dorsoment and no Blue Cross, place 1t as 1879 to 1881)., A later
cover with the correct Type 24a, probably dated Feb. 1883 (2as.
adhesive with Blue Cross) indicates that the hybrid stamp had a

very short life, Didwana, during the period of this stamp, was

a Branch Office.

HOTI

TYPE 25a. Width 39 to 44 mm. Height 15 tg 18 mm.
Period of use: 1884 to 1949,

The final stage in th. process of simplification; the
commonest Registration Handstamp of all. The height of the 2
waries from 6 to 9 mm. Length, approximately 39 to 44 mm, =
("Railway Stn," marks, which have been classified separately
under Type 32a in the R.M.S. section, can be as long as 50 18w . )
The earliest example seen is from Nawanshahr, a Sub Office of
Abbottabad, dated 2nd Nov, 1884, Thig shows a curicis usage of
the stamp. Nawanshahr has impressed its stamp on the back of
several covers scen, but these hav- been despatched to the Head
Office for Registering, Abbottabad cancelled the adhesives and
applied its own 3-tier (Tvpe 23a) stamp to the front uf the
cover, The odd fact is that Nawanshahr had rec-aif_'q been up=
graded to a 5ub Office, authurised to do its own rogistration -
work.,

Many exanples of offices retaining their stamps long after the
jntroduction of Registered Number Slips around 1910 have been
seen in the 20's and 30's, but the prize must surely go to Pond-
icherry, still using theirs on a Registered Number Slip 27th.

Oct, 1944, Used by every category of office.
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Rr

CALCUTTA

1YPE 25b. Width 42 mm. Height 17 mm,
Period of use: 1901 to 1902,

For Foreign Registration. Calcutta being the H.Q. of the
supreme Postal Authority in India was always the first to intro-
duce new classes of postal business and also to create the nec-
essary departments and staff establishments to run them.

Being the foremost trading city in the Orient, with the largest
concentration of Curopeans, a vast amount of Registration bus-
iness would have been transacted with the general publit and with
commercial and mercantile firms, Much of this would have been
"Foreign" and it is clear that the volume had increased to such

an ex.ent that a separate department had to be set up to deal

with it, 1t follows that this department would have its own stamp.
Huiever. despite what must uave been a considerable volume of
business, examples of this stamp are rare with only 5 reports to
date, these being confined to a very limited periud._-iﬁé"ihrliest
is Feb. 1901; the latest 18 Dec. 1902. l

BACHHRAWAN
RAE-BARELI D:

TYPE 25¢c. Width 44 mm. Height 17 mm.
Period of use: 1927,

As Type 251, but Small "R", Office name in two lires.
Probaoly other District Office stamps exist. Used on a Registered
Number Slip. Kalbadevi-Bombcy also repurted in this type, but
sithuat date.

e i
Epr

Crh CIVIL& MLITARY HOT
< LUCKNOW -

TYPE 25d. Width S0 to 55 mm., Height 16 to 17 mm.
Pesiod of use: 1903 to 1907.

As Type 25c, with Small "R", but much larger stamps, dep-
ending on the length of the name, Office Name in two lines.
Coronation Durbar Central H.O. Delhi 3 Jan 1903 - 55 mm.

Civil ¥ M.litary Hotel Lucknow 8 May 1906 - 50 mm.
Gun Carriage Factoy Jubblepore 8§ Oct 1907 - 55 mm.
e : ]
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EXPERIMENTALPO.
A-l

TYPE 26. Width 41 mm, Height 16 mm.
e ————
Period of use: 1887,

1 I mE

without ™R". 5 ezamplus o this stamp seen, all 1n 1
There is no clue as to the identification of the affice.
Technically, this is nmot a Registration Name Stanp tut a=» %
stamp (which would, for example, have been impressci on
nowledgment card). But here, 1t has been used for ooistite

[onfRu

TYPE 27. Width 23 mm. Height 10 nm.
Period of use: 1925,

Anomalous Type. A crudely-macc rubber stamp, probably
locally-made by an amateur! Used on a Registered Number Slip.
only the cne example of this mini-size stamp seen.

THE RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE.
Travelling Post Office; Mail Agent; "Kevan't pes.

See general notes below for an explanation of the diffzrent
functions of thuse offices, The desigration 'Hevan' types was
adopted by the 1.S.C. from the name of the menber pioneering tu
study, as a general reference to the Sorting Mail Office and
Transit Mail Office stamps numbered from ?P_upm.lrds, may of
which showed no office name or location (see "India Post” Vol.u,
No,l, page 5 - Jan. 1972).

REGISTERED.

m_u.E]v:AMH*

N

|
TYPE 30a., Width 42 mm. Height 22 Lo 27 &
Period of use: 1881,

Conforming to the 3-tier Type 23a which came .utc use

1878, this stamp wds probably in uwse prior to .88l (Etawah wis
sanctioned 25/12/1879). It is impossible to hazard a guess :s
to tt: life-span of this stamp, due to its great scarcity. Oul
_two reports of the above, with one date, which has to be 13 u
1881 (2as Reg. fee, from lst Aug 1881, but no Blue Cross, inty
duced July 1882), There are two other reports, T.P 0., A, O

iabad, and T.P.O,M A. Delhi, - dates not known for vither, bu!

both were sanctioned from Feb. 1880. (M.A. = Mail Agent).
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MA] AGRA

TYPE 3la. Width 42 to 43 mm. Height 21 to 22 mm,
' Period of use: 1584 .. 1911.

Conforming to the 2-tier type with dividing bar in botten
line, Type 24a, which came into use about 1882.
Other of{.ces noted: M.A. Barrackpore, M.A. Agra.
In place of "M.A." can be found "R.S." (= Railway Sorting, nu:
Station). Offices noted: R.S5. Howrah; -R.S. Hardoi.
The M.A., Barrackpore example is unusually late - 18/7/1911, and
is used in conjunction with an early example of a Number Slip.

M.A.|PESHAWAR

L

TYPE 31b., Width 41 to 42 mm, Height 17 mm,

Smaller version (vertically) of Type 3la above.
Other offices noted: M.A, Gri.nt Road; M.A. Peshawar.
In place of "M.A." can be found "R.S."
Offices noted: R.S. Delhi; R.S. Sukkur; R.S, Rawalpindi.
The compartment with "M.A." or "R.5." is separated from the oifice
name by either a heavy bar, or by two fine lines (both types of
"dividers” are shown in the illustrations above)

uA"MADRAS

TYPE 3lc. Width 41.5 mm. Height '6 mm.
Period of use: 1882 or 83.

Conforming to the 2-tier type with no dividing bar in
bottum line, Type 24e.
Only this one examyle seen; date uncertain; Blue Cross places
it as 1882 or after.

india study circle/r s nuttail/1377
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G 800sec rewaree]  BT8 secvicronTeRMins

TYPE 31d. Width 48 to 55 mm, Height 15 to 17 mm.
Period of use: 1830 to 1B92.

As Type 3lc above, with no diﬂding bar 1n bottom line, but
very much wider stamps, with "Sec” or "Terminus' elongating the
Name compartment Other offices noted: G.52. Sec. Cawnpore;
G.78. Sec. Etawah.

Some stamps hav: a dividing bar, or lines, between office code
compirtment and name compartment; others have no dividers - both
types illustrated above.

R R
6 50 DELHI J-5

TYPE 32a. Width 40 to 49 mm. Height 15 to 17 mm.
Period of use: 1885 to 1905.

As Type 25a, the common "R' stamp, this also is the most
common of the R.M.5. marks, though with only 1% reports, it can
hardly be termed "common".

There are at least 3 group-types of office names:

“"Railway Station marks, such as Mooltan City Ry. Stn,; Meerut
City Ry. Stn.; Delhi Ry, Stn.; Grant Road Ry. Stn.; Bathinda Ry.
Stn. (Note the last named, being & station in Patiala State, one
of the Convention States. Railway Stations in these States were

{(w:th very few exceptions) administered by the Indian, and not the |

State, Postal Authorities).

“Fevan" types, with the Office Name, such as G 50 Delhi; © 75 Chan-

dausi; (Note, for studencs of Kevan types - 6 reports of the
€ 90 Delni mark, 5 of which have the complementary G 50 cancell-
"--=ur.,,.r.,., hat one example seen has F 51 cancellation).

e e types, without the Office Name, such as J-51 (Agra Rly.
mlz_[krmny Rly. Stn.). These have only the ~ffice
“eode letter and number in the stamp.

Also noted in this type: M.0.Delhi R.S5.; M.0.Rewaree R.S.;
Victoria Terminus,

F-51 DELHI |

TYPE 22b. Width 41 to 43 mm., Height 16 to 17 mm.
Period of use: 1893 to 1902,

With "R" the same size as in the common Type 32a. Bottom
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office code in one, office name in

LSt

rwo compartments;

g ]

es noted: A-950 Allzhabad; J=51 Agra; 0-77 Aligarh;
0-56 Cawnpore; 0-32 Bareilly; G50 Delhi;
F-51 Delhi; F-78 Delhi; C-54 Howrah.
fo TR
P J
T 50 TRICHINOPOLY
; SET N8 2 L59.S.M.0 DELH
~PE 32c, Width 41 to 42 mm. Height 16 to 16.5 mm.

—

periou of use: 1908 to 1820,

with srall 'R" in top line. The Trichinopoly stamp cannot
ke guarenteed; the above 18 reproduced from an illustration in
tho Hyderabad ph.lafelist’ , Feb. 1965, Date uncertain -
18 Jul 07, :
Though the policy in this series is to illustrate direct from
covers, this mark 1s included becau:e 1t contains an E:ample of
. "Set No.". Only one other example has been Seen = Delhi R.M.S.
set No.2" dated B Jan, 1920,

There are two reports of the Delh: staap (illustrated) Apr. and

Dec, 1908.
o o
Ez?ii
| pT_ 1L
TYPE 31, Width 11.5 mm. Height 12.5 mm. i
. Period-of use: 1870,

rittle 15 known about this marx; it appears on a Cover which

sore "roveliing Post Office’

Tr1g is the zoriiest example
dince it doe. mot conform tO
~#ieation might be among the
shorzht bettar to imclude it

circular

stamp, Renouf type 10lb(i).

of a T.P.0. Registration mark.

any particular type, the propel class-
"parliest Han’stamps , but it was

in the T.P.0, section.

_aasewsl, NOTES ON THE RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE.

. ——
-

k] - H-r-

(Contributed by
E.G,OEHME) .

“wn. Travelling Fost Office was made up of Sorting Mail Off-
i¢es and Sorting Sections Transit Mail Offices and Transit Sections.
degistration work wes done by the Mail Offices (SMO and TMO), which
we=2 stationary, not by the Sections (Travelling Oifices).

. me. Trayeiiing Lffices dealt with the Registered articles in the

. Mail Sars, made them up into separa*= bun les for the various off=
~es which “aJ to deliver them, enclosed them in Registered covers |

ur bage, ad¢rossed and sealed them, The seals used vere the only |

ssgistrat.on equipment, apart from forms and covers, supplied to

+hew, {(Examples of T 3se seals are sometimes found on cover, and

sye vsuaily the intaglio or keyhole type).

e
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From 1880 cnwards, the designation “rravelliag Post Office”
vas chinged o Railway Mail Service”, while revision of estab-
lishments in all the pivisions was undertaken. This was effected
by the first quarter of 1881, At the saue time, revision of Post
Office estahlish-anfn indicated that some distinction had to be
made between the Post office establishments and those under the
R.M.S., particularly in large towns. So, Regl :tration Name
Stamps supplied tu Town Offices were given serial numbers such
as "Nn.1". R.M.S, offices, when a 5 M.0., were given thc abbrev-
iation "R.S." (Railway Sorting) and, when a T.v,0,, tae prefix
"y A." (Mail Agent) - Types 3la, 31b, 3lc.

There were security reasons for this; the different stamps
and seals indicated to the Inspectors and Superintendents whether
an office was permitted to do Insurance, Delivery and so on; also

the category of office. )
411 Town Offices now acquired the status of Sub Office.

The presence Or absence of the bar scparating the Reg. NO.
space from the weight compartment indicated chat the office was,
or was not, authorised to accept Insured articles; Types 3la,
31b, 3lc, 3ld.

By 1890, the rapid increase of line mileage on the various
railway systems and the corresponding increasc in postal business
made it necessary for the R.}.S., ostablishments to be rev sed
once again. Additional trains classed as Express, local and
special, which had been introduced earlier, had now become wors
regular, with the result that at important Jjunction and termi: ol
stations, more transit rather than sorting offices were necpssary.

The system of Divisional indicator and seria. numbers for
S.M.0s and T.M,0Os now made its appearance in Registration stamps,
such as 80 and F-51 (types 31d, 32a, 32b, 32¢). The allocation
of serial numbers for stationary offices was as follows:

Nos. 50 to 59 for Sorting Mail Offices; 60 to 69 reserved

for additional S.M.0s;

Nos. 7D to 80 for Transit Mail Offices; 81 to 100 rese~ved

for additional T....0s; (some numbers 1n the 81+ group were

subsequently used).

b

With the ever incrvas.ng jostal business and the introduc-
tion of new offices, many R.M.S. offices found it necessary 1o
transfer some of their establishmeats to th. Post 0ffice Depart-
meat, in which case they became Sub Sorting Offices and were
responsible for "Town Delivery”. This "legend may have heen ob-
served in single circle datestamps of the time, e.g. Darjeeling
Town Delivery’ (it is mot yet known if Registratioa stamps exist
wi-h this "legend).

In certain large tuinl; whore the R.M.S5. undertcok to do
Post Office work night and day, Registration work was confined
to certain hours of the day, as in normal post offices, and new

i
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versior.s of Registration Name Stamps were introduced showing ' Ry.
stn.” locations; Type 32a.

All 5.M,08 were authorised to do .nsured Registered Mail but,
for T.M.Os the P .M.G. of the Circle had to sanction this elass of

business.

GENERAL NOTES.

More than 30 different types and sub-types are illustrated
here spanning the years from 1869 to approximately 1910, when
Number Slips and Registered Number Slips were introduced.

Whv were so many different stamps introduced in this 40 year
period? '

First, was the need to simplify the original 4-t. r stamp
which was cumbersome and time-consuming to use, with its four
different compartments to be filled in in manuscript. Thus, we
have four basic types - 4-tier, 3-tier, 2-tier and finally, the
common 'R stamp.

Second, was the introduction of Insurance in 1878 and the
need to indicate this claseg oi business, OT rest: ictions on it.

Third, in 1880, with the introduction of Money Order busin-
ess, a complete revision of Head Offices and Sub Offices all over
India was implemented. Many offices which hitherto had been iead
Offices, were downgraded to Sub P.0Os, and Sub P.0s to Branch
Offices., The only offices to be upgraded were Town Offices.
These, being under the direct control of their respective Head
Offices, were permitted to raceive and despatch Insured Registered
articles. Head Offices were now graded as 1st or 2ad Class;

Sub P.Os were graded from lst to 4th Class.

All this, coupled with the changes in the structure cf the
R.M.S., accounts for the many different stamps which made Lhelr

appearance,

in addition to the above, another class of business wns
added; a direntﬁve from the Director General stipulated that from
1st DEtI ;832, Value Payable R.gistered Letters may also be in-
sured .

Some explanation of the various types (21, 222, 22b, 22c,
22d, 22e and 22f) used by Calcutta .s necessury.

In 1869 the Registration branch had a Heau Registration
E]erh with three assistants under him, Also, there were two
"Window" clerks wno acted as receipt clerks for "special” post-
ings, though these were under the "Receipt Department”
The "G.P.0." stamp (Type 21): any stamp with "G.P.0." and the
name of the offic. belongs to the Mead of the department. This
stamp would not have been used for routine work, which accounts
for its great scarcity. Only one other stamp is known, 'Bombay
G.P.0.", Type 22¢c. (It is interesting to note that all the

india study circle/r s nuttall/1877
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62 REGISTRATION/33,

gunles of (hese twe 'G.P.0." stamps are in Red)., The stamp

i1d probably have been used on internal business, personal
2il from the Hoad and, where the publ.c comes into it, letters
shich for a variety of reasons havz been sent to the Head of
the department, possibly under separate cover, for re-posting.

lhose types with letters of the alphabet after the indie-
ator '8 (Type 22f) or with manuscript letters before or after
"N" (Tvpes 22c, 22e) were used in conjunction with holders of
"window" tickets.

The larger firms and offices 'ad agreements with the
G.P.O, on a large cash deposit basis; smaller firms and indiv-
iduals eculd have a Rs.12 annual account, paid in advance.
The Lormer neither paid nor received any cash at the "Window";
all postage charges being kepi in books and adjusted quarterly,
half-yearly or annually, as agreed with the Post Office.

Those large concerns who posted wmore than 10 registered

articles daily were supplied with special forms of registration

books called  journals" which were prefixed with a letter of the
alphabet, allocated by the Postmaster, which identified each

particular firm., The corresponding registration stamp, with

inset letter, was reserved for that firm, The rules provided |
for the pos.ibility of there being more than 26 firms - double |
letters could be issued. No example of this has been seen. t

Lesser firms and individuals who rosted more than 10 reg- i
istered "rticles at a time, but not regularly, were also given a ;
letter of the alphabet (probably the manuscript one), but they 7
were not issued with a journal. These firms recorded their post- '
iags on their own forms, or on pieces of paper, which were pre- .
sented with the items., The postage would be entered in thei- .
Account book or, if the Rs,12 deposit had been exhausted, paid |
in cash. (Incidentally, the special "Window" system origina:ed |
in Calcutta G.P.0, on 21st Nov, 1821, when 7 "Wicket." were
opened for an equal number of "Prirzipal Agency Houses").

Type 24e (with no dividing bar in bottom line): restrictions
iﬂ;:f?&v;laceu on the acceptance of Insured articles at this time in |
_——®= aress. This was particularly so in Rajputana, Central India

-#nd Kathiawar, because of the high incidence of highway rotheries,
Muny Past Offices in Rajputana had a total ban on the receipt or
despatch of ‘Insure' items. Didwana (Type 24i) was one of these;
the abscnce of & dividing bur in the bottom line indicated this
fact. However, the unusual presence of the large "W in this
'hybrid" stamp may have been an indication of the intention to
upgrade this office which, a* thic time, was a Branch Office. !
A direciive issued in 1880 stated that no insured article wust be 5
sant to any office which wiAs not an authoris~d Money Order Office. i
In April 1881, Didwana was made up to a Money Order Office and,
at the same t.me, permitted to do Insurance, A cover dated Feb,

laggﬂshawa that the hybrid stamp (241) had been replaced by Type
213, with dividing bar in the bottom line,

i
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L3 gion of gegistered articles through the
nded on certain precautions which, up to EIEE were
ainly at protection {rom outs.de malpractlces. But,

148, it was reported that lwo rigistered letters from Simla
¢ Yeerut, containiug between them notes valued at Rs.1700, were
{nund on delivery to be <short by Rs.700, Investigations by the
pulrce and postal officers led to suspicions being narrowed down
., 13 offices through which these 1lems had been routed. However,
nothing concrete emerged but, from that year om, the Post Oflice
{ook measures to protect itself from within.

The Postal Detective Agency was thus born in the Punjab

and became a regular Department within the Post Office, but it

was never advertised as such. The general public, having been

advised up to this time that .pgistration made transmission

through the post safe, were now given the added assurance that

s.ch articles would now be handled by " comparatively few Postal

0fficers under certain precautions . This meant that, although

all classes of offices ~ould accept articles for registration, one

of the precautions taken Wwis the discriminate issue of Registration
. stamps., Those to whom they were issued were made responsible for

their security, safe custody and proper use.

The | unjab was the testing ground for new stamps, mainly
those used for departmental purposes. This may account for the
unusual format of Type 22g, without frame-1ines (however, the
stamp had a very short life, 4 years, and was not used outside
the Punjzb), It was in the Punjab that the Blue Cross was in-
troduced, and also in the Punjab that we have the first example
of the final type to be issued - Type 23a, the common "R" stamp.
(A detailed study of the introduction of this stamp can be found
iz "India Post" Vol.10, No.2,: Apr/Jun 1976, page 57).

CORCLUSION.

"Mumber Slips" and "Registered Number Slips", to be dealt
witn in the next section, were introduced around 1909.

ES—

Hw;;;rr“ A2 with the Earliest Handstamps, which overlapped the

:T<E;ittroduction of the All India types by some three years, S0 do
_some of the marks illustrated in this article. But, in this
case, by design, and for a longer period. ' Number Slips' were
to be used in corjunction with the "Common 'R' Stamp”.

_ My thanks to the many members who still send in useful
report;; it is hoped that this excellent otate of co-operation
will continue.

A special vote of thanks to Mr., E.G.Ochme, who spent many

hours at India House researching inio Rules, Regulations, Category
of Offices, and much more.
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REGISTERED LETTER RECEIPTS - EARLY TYFES

..

REGISTERZD L! TTLR LECT P

No.l /
//: Pﬂ(ﬂﬁm Dated ’F é 22 18"

P G ST &
rmm“dl'm- Z‘-l‘.ﬂ IR L i : l'..
m "/f Jldtrr/’ti‘."("‘"h - - 3
Grfin ol 5

Destiaalion ,?ffy. -~
l Thi

the andermentioned Letier for desn

Wu;h://dl% -'?f__...-c#-'f-&"

Poage f e 3 et

-.) M-Eﬁﬂ-l"—

Fig.l - 1860 - receipt i1ssued at Trichinopely (Receiving House No, 1)

Form ;rinted at Madras Govt, Press. Reduced to i linear.

t/i.,,m

- Wm«;’nl . -
A 4
¥ "'#' g . {}/

/L

Fig.2 - 1861 - receipt lp-cullr printed Iar use at Bombav ‘ost
office, showing the 'Frreigm Mail” ‘mark. tvpe lla hough
- the address is Cllcutu}. “_ Beduced ta § l:i! @Ar




